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Minutes
October 7, 2023

Attendance:
Maxine Boykin			Ashley Hampton		Carol Hampton
Coral Jones			Zahraina Jones-Smith		Tiffany Ladson-Lang
Carolyn Rogers		Deborah R. Tisdale		Sheila Watts
Dorothy Woodson		Roshelley Woodson

The meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm by President Sheila Watts.  Rev. Carolyn Rogers gave an opening reading, “Source of Life.”  She also distributed a daily prayer card, the current Daily Bread, and a poem, “A Good Message.”

Roshelley Woodson led the ceremony to induct our officers for 23-24.

President:			Sheila Watts
First Vice President:		Roshelley Woodson
Second Vice President:	Ashley Hampton
Secretary:			Deborah R. Tisdale
Assistant Secretary:		Shani Blank
Treasurer:			Dorothy Woodson
Financial Secretary:		Coral Jones
Chaplain:			Elene Crosby
Assistant Chaplain:		Carolyn Rogers
Parliamentarian:		Tiffany Ladson-Lang	

The June minutes were not available and will be presented at a later date.  

Reports:
Correspondence from the Bridgeport Rescue Mission and the Salvation Army were read.  Both were requesting donations.

Financial Secretary, Coral Jones, did not present a report because dues have not been collected; however, she did encourage members to pay their dues and she provided her Cash App info for those who wanted to use it.  The Financial Secretary presented the Operating Budget.  There was discussion on several items:  Scholarship Reception and Ads, and the Website.  Tiffany Ladson-Lang stated that committees should present their financial needs before we adjourn in June to have a more accurate budget.  President Sheila stated that the budget had to be created to fulfill the requirements for 501c3.  Roshelley Woodson moved that the Operating Budget be accepted as presented.  Ashley Hampton seconded the motion.  Motion was passed by a unanimous show of hands.

Treasurer Dorothy Woodson distributed and presented the Treasurer’s Report for May, June, July, and August.  
				Beginning					Ending 
Balance					Balance
May				$9,302.24					$9,300.24
June				$9,300.24					$9,245.81
July				$9,245.81					$9,243.81
August				$9,243.81					$8,491.81
The Invesco Report was unavailable.  It was stated that future Treasurer’s Reports will be set up as a month to month Excel printout.  This will also meet the 501c3 requirements.
Roshelley moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as information.  Coral seconded the motion. 
Sunshine Report was given by Dorothy Woodson.  She stated that Natalye Clarke turned 100 in August.  She appreciates the cards we sent and she would love to hear from us.  Eunice Sanderlin contacted the Woodson sisters and thanked everyone for their concern.  She asked to become an Emeritus Member.
Unfinished Business:
501c3 has proven to be more work than expected.  Sheila has been working very hard to re-establish our 501c3 status. 
 
Coral stated that Sheila has been paying fees related to our website and stated that she should be reimbursed.  Dorothy moved that we reimburse Sheila for her expenditures related to the website.  Tiffany questioned where these funds would come from.  Zahraina Jones-Smith said we are potentially in the red.  Coral stated that we have not overspent recently.
Roshelley stated that the Constitution is complete and copies will be distributed.  Ashley stated that once we have our 501c3 status, we will have the ability to accept/request donations.  She read a letter from Ryan Dial, Director of Philanthropy.
New Business:
We will continue to try to plan activities that will give us more public access.  Suggestions:  Various webinars, accompany Teresa Wilson from VIP, Bingo Night (invite the public).  Zahraina proposed that we establish an activity committee.  It was stated that there is an established Activity Committee.  Tiffany stated that since we are mostly educators, we should consider becoming a part of the School Governance Council at a school in our area.  We should send a formal letter to high schools requesting to be a part of their SGC.  We could possibly work with middle schools as well.  Roshelley suggested getting VIP’s schedule to see who might be available to accompany Teresa.  Committee List and Membership List were distributed for updates.

Roshelley read the letters from the Rescue Mission and the Salvation Army.  Tiffany suggested that we contribute personally.  Carol Hampton moved that we give personal financial donations for the Rescue Mission.  Donations will be collected at the November meeting.

There was a brief discussion related to acquiring new members.  It was stated that we should be thinking of people we can add to our roster.  Ashley mentioned a person who is very interested in joining and she would like to bring her onboard soon.  The constitution states that new members are presented in May, but names can be submitted throughout the year.  

Carol Hampton moved that Eunice Sanderlin become an Emeritus Member.  Carolyn Rogers seconded.

The Scholarship Committee needs to meet to discuss if would will have an in-person scholarship reception.  This meeting should include the Scholarship Committee and the Reception Committee.

Zahraina moved that Dorothy be reimbursed $50 for paying the State of Connecticut our incorporation fee.  Coral seconded.  

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Deborah R. Tisdale, Recording Secretary
